
NEW TRADITIONS CELEBRATING THE OLD STORY OF GRACE 

 

W!k One   Light and Life  
In the beginning there was light and life and goodness. God’s good world was full of His 
abundant life-thriving love, creation was brimming over with the generosity of God. Love, 
Freedom, truth, righteousness, blessing and purpose were everywhere woven into the fabric 
of God’s good creation. 

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and 
empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
waters.And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.” Genesis 1:1-3 

“Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule 
over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and 
over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 
So God created mankind in his own image, 
in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them.” Genesis 1:26-27 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made 
that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” John 1:1-5 

W!k Two Darkne" and broke#e"  
The good world God had formed for us, and the life humankind had with Him didn’t 
remain. The first humans, Adam and Eve rejected God as Lord of their lives and King of 
their hearts. They chose to listen to a voice other than God’s, a deceitful and less loving 
voice. They chose the mixed reality of good and evil intertwined. Human life had been 
filled with only good up until this point. Now a darkness entered human experience. 

“When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and 
also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her 
husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they 
realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 
Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in 
the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the 
Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?”’ Genesis 3:6-9 
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NEW TRADITIONS CELEBRATING THE OLD STORY OF GRACE 
“Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this 
way death came to all people, because all sinned” Romans 5:12 

“All of us have become like one who is unclean, 
    and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; 
we all shrivel up like a leaf, 
    and like the wind our sins sweep us away.” Isaiah 64:6 

W!k $r! Partnership
The world filled with darkness, corruption and violence but God did not give up on 
humankind. He found people who were still reaching for Him and He reached back to them 
drawing close and partnering with them to begin the journey of renewing the world He had 
made, and the image of Himself within broken human hearts. 

‘‘This is the account of Noah and his family. Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the 
people of his time, and he walked faithfully with God.” Genesis 6:9 

“I will make you into a great nation, 
    and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, 
    and you will be a blessing. 
 I will bless those who bless you, 
    and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth 
    will be blessed through you.” Genesis 12: 2-3 

“By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his 
family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that is in 
keeping with faith. By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his 
inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. By faith he 
made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as 
did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise” Hebrews 11:7-9 

“By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. 
He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the fleeting 
pleasures of sin. He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the 
treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward. By faith he left Egypt, not 
fearing the king’s anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible. By faith he kept the 
Passover and the application of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the 
firstborn of Israel. 
By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to 
do so, they were drowned.” Hebrews 11:24-29 
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NEW TRADITIONS CELEBRATING THE OLD STORY OF GRACE 
W!k Four  A&ival  
After wrestling centuries of God’s walk with Israel, with a broken humankind, God comes to 
earth as a vulnerable human baby, born into all the brokenness that has become the human 
story. Emmanuel means God is with us. He has arrived! History is divided by this moment 
into BC and AD. This moment when God Himself came to earth to dwell among us. To be 
close. As was His plan all along.   

“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”(which 
means “God with us”)” Matthew 1:23 

“In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in 
Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly 
favored! The Lord is with you.” 
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But 
the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. You will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and 
he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 
“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your 
relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is 
in her sixth month. For no word from God will ever fail.” 
“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel 
left her.” Luke 1:26-38  

“In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire 
Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria.) And everyone went to their own town to register. 
So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town 
of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with 
Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, 
the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped 
him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 
night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news 
that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born 
to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 
saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.” 
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NEW TRADITIONS CELEBRATING THE OLD STORY OF GRACE 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s 
go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 
When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this 
child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary 
treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they 
had been told. 
On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the child, he was named Jesus, the name the 
angel had given him before he was conceived.” Luke 2:1-21 

W!k Five   S!ds of a Kingdom Come  

Jesus begins spreading the good good good news of God’s reign on earth, the wonderful 
wonder-filled news of God’s Kingdom arriving. He spreads the word though teachings, 
parables, miracles and miraculous healings, giving people a glimpse of what life is like 
when God reigns on earth, and inviting them to live under His good rule. 

“After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. “The 
time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good 
news!”’ Mark 1:14-15 

“The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John. Since that time, the good news of the 
kingdom of God is being preached, and everyone is forcing their way into it.” Luke 16:16 

“Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to 
describe it? It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. Yet when 
planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the 
birds can perch in its shade.” Mark 4:30-32 

“Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples 
came to him, and he began to teach them. 
He said: 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, 
    for they will be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, 
    for they will inherit the earth. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
    for they will be filled.  
Blessed are the merciful, 
    for they will be shown mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, 
    for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, 
    for they will be called children of God. 
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NEW TRADITIONS CELEBRATING THE OLD STORY OF GRACE 
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

‘Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against 
you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same 
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you'. 

‘You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 
It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 
You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light 
a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone 
in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:1-16 

W!k Six Buds and Early Fruits of a Kingdom Advancing 
The news of God’s advancing Kingdom is growing and spreading and many people are 
joining Jesus on His long walk. His disciples are learning that this Kingdom looks very 
different to any other ruling regime on earth. Jesus mentors them and then sends them out 
to ‘practice’. Jesus’ ministry is bearing fruit in people’s lives as they are transformed by His 
presence and share the good news with their communities. 

“After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to 
every town and place where he was about to go. He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 
workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 
field. Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. Do not take a purse or bag or 
sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road. 

When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’  If someone who promotes peace is 
there, your peace will rest on them; if not, it will return to you. Stay there, eating and drinking 
whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to 
house. 

When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to you. Heal the sick who are 
there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ But when you enter a town 
and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your town we wipe from 
our feet as a warning to you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God has come near.’  I tell 
you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town. 

Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were performed in you 
had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth 
and ashes.  But it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for you. And 
you, Capernaum, will you be lifted to the heavens? No, you will go down to Hades. 

“Whoever listens to you listens to me; whoever rejects you rejects me; but whoever rejects me 
rejects him who sent me.” 
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NEW TRADITIONS CELEBRATING THE OLD STORY OF GRACE 
The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your 
name.” 

He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. I have given you authority to trample 
on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 
However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written 
in heaven.” 

At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and 
revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do. 

“All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows who the Son is except the 
Father, and no one knows who the Father is except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses 
to reveal him.” 

Then he turned to his disciples and said privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see. 
For I tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to see what you see but did not see it, and 
to hear what you hear but did not hear it.” Luke 10: 1-23 

“Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he was gaining and baptizing more 
disciples than John  although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his disciples. So he left 
Judea and went back once more to Galilee. 

Now he had to go through Samaria. So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the 
plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph.  Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as 
he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon. 

When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a 
drink?”(His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 

The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can 
you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 

Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you 
would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” 

“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get 
this living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from 
it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?” 

Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the 
water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring 
of water welling up to eternal life.” 

The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep 
coming here to draw water.” 

He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” 

I have no husband,” she replied. 

Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband.  The fact is, you have had 
five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is 
quite true.” 
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NEW TRADITIONS CELEBRATING THE OLD STORY OF GRACE 
“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet.  Our ancestors worshiped on this 
mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” 

“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father 
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.  You Samaritans worship what you do not know; 
we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews.  Yet a time is coming and has 
now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they 
are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in 
the Spirit and in truth.” 

The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will 
explain everything to us.” 

Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” 

 Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no 
one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?” 

Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people,  “Come, 
see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” They came out of the 
town and made their way toward him. 

 Meanwhile his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 

But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.” 

Then his disciples said to each other, “Could someone have brought him food?” 

My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. Don’t you 
have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the 
fields! They are ripe for harvest. Even now the one who reaps draws a wage and harvests a crop 
for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. Thus the saying ‘One 
sows and another reaps’ is true. I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have 
done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor.” 

Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He 
told me everything I ever did.” So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay 
with them, and he stayed two days. And because of his words many more became believers. 

They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have 
heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.” John 4:1-42 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears 
no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 
You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, as I also remain 
in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear 
fruit unless you remain in me. 
I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch 
that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and 
burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will 
be done for you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to 
be my disciples.” John 15:1-8 

livethelongwalk.com 7

http://livethelongwalk.com
http://livethelongwalk.com
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W!k Seven   A King Who Wears a Crown of $orns  
Jesus long journey to the cross has finally come to a head. This is the moment we most 
clearly see the face of God, our true and loving King, our heavenly Father.  His love and 
justice collide in this week when He chose us. Chose to give us life by paying our debt to 
death Himself. 

“Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of 
the Jews?” 
“Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?” 
“Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people and chief priests handed you over to me. What 
is it you have done?” 
Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my 
arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.” 
“You are a king, then!” said Pilate. 
Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into the 
world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” 
“What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews gathered there and 
said, “I find no basis for a charge against him. But it is your custom for me to release to you 
one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?” 
They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had taken part in an 
uprising.” John 18:33-40 

“Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns 
and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe and went up to him again and again, 
saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And they slapped him in the face. 
Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews gathered there, “Look, I am bringing him out 
to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.” When Jesus came out 
wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!” 
As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! Crucify!” 
But Pilate answered, “You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge 
against him.” 
The Jewish leaders insisted, “We have a law, and according to that law he must die, because he 
claimed to be the Son of God.” 
When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, and he went back inside the palace. “Where 
do you come from?” he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer. “Do you refuse to speak to 
me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?” 
Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above. 
Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” 
From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jewish leaders kept shouting, “If you let this 
man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.” 
When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge’s seat at a place 
known as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha). It was the day of Preparation 
of the Passover; it was about noon. 
“Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews. 
But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!” 

livethelongwalk.com 8

http://livethelongwalk.com
http://livethelongwalk.com


NEW TRADITIONS CELEBRATING THE OLD STORY OF GRACE 
“Shall I crucify your king?” Pilate asked. 
“We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered. 
Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. 

So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the 
Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). There they crucified him, and with him two others
—one on each side and Jesus in the middle. 
Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: jesus of nazareth, the king of the 
jews. Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, 
and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. The chief priests of the Jews protested to 
Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.” 
Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 
When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for 
each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one 
piece from top to bottom. 
“Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” 
This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said, 
“They divided my clothes among them 
    and cast lots for my garment.” 
So this is what the soldiers did. 
Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, 
he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that 
time on, this disciple took her into his home. 

Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would be fulfilled, 
Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put 
the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. When he had received the 
drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.’ John 
19:1-30 

“In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with 
the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was 
given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language 
worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his 
kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.” Daniel 7:13-14 
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W!k Eight   New Life and New Creation 
Eternal life begins now! Because of all Jesus has done through the cross, we now have the 
opportunity to receive back the breath of life that was our original inheritance as children 
of God. Today is a day to celebrate! In Christ Jesus we are made new, the past no longer has 
to decide our future. The free gift of His new creation life is readily available to us now. 

‘‘I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on the earth.” Job 19:25 

“Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb 
and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. So she came running to Simon 
Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the 
tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 
So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. Both were running, but the other disciple 
outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying 
there but did not go in. Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the 
tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around 
Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. Finally the other 
disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. (They still did 
not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) Then the disciples went 
back to where they were staying. 

Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and 
saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at 
the foot. 
They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 
“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” At 
this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 
He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” 
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you 
have put him, and I will get him.” 
Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 
She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). 
Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my 
brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God.’” 
Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them 
that he had said these things to her.” John 20:1-18 

“Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides 
and sealed with seven seals. And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, “Who is 
worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?” But no one in heaven or on earth or under the 
earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. I wept and wept because no one was found 
who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not 
weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open 
the scroll and its seven seals.” 
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NEW TRADITIONS CELEBRATING THE OLD STORY OF GRACE 
Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at the centre of the throne, 
encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. The Lamb had seven horns and seven eyes, 
which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. He went and took the scroll from 
the right hand of him who sat on the throne. And when he had taken it, the four living 
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they 
were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of God’s people. And they sang 
a new song, saying: 
“You are worthy to take the scroll 
    and to open its seals, 
because you were slain, 
    and with your blood you purchased for God 
    persons from every tribe and language and people and nation. 
You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, 
    and they will reign on the earth.” 

Revelation 5:1-10 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is 
here!” 2 Corinthians 5:17 

All Biblical quotations are from the NIV Bible UK version (NIVUK) unless otherwise stated. Holy Bible, New 
International Version® Anglicized, NIV® Copyright © 1979, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by 
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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