
“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory 
of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

John1:14 

This ‘Waiting manger’ project creates a place to hold the words of His story this Advent, the 
story of this coming King. You may choose to create it all in one sitting or do each of the four 
parts slowly one at a time over the coming weeks of Advent as you prepare a place for the 
child born King. It is created from simple objects… mainly popsicle sticks and glue with other 
optional extras. Enjoy! 

Materials 
The Stable and Star template printed  
Craft glue (for wood) 
Sturdy Scissors 
Large popsicle craft sticks  
A flat wooden base (anything will do, a jar lid 
or craft round) 
Wooden craft cubes (not essential but 
helpful) 	  

Straw or hay (optional) 
A traditional style clothes peg OR three 
wooden beads (beige colour) 
Gold craft paint (optional) 
Cream or white woven fabric square 
(approximately 5x5cm) 
A craft saw (not essential but helpful 
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The Stable and Star Template 
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Stable Template  
(Cut along lines)

The Star of Bethlehem Templates 
(Cut along the lines) 
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Part One: The Stable  

Materials 
The Stable template printed 
Large popsicle craft sticks  
A flat wooden base (anything will do) 
Wooden craft cubes (optional) 	  
Straw or hay (optional) 
Craft glue (for wood) 
Strong scissors 

Instructions  
Step One: Cut out the stable template provided. 

Step Two: Lay large popsicle sticks side by side and 
then place the template on top of them and trace the 
stable outline onto the sticks with a pencil. 

Step Three: Take sturdy scissors and cut the 
popsicle sticks along the lines, placing each stick 
back in place afterwards. 

Step Four: Break/cut the popsicle sticks (length-wise) 
unevenly to give the appearance of rustic wooden slats.  

Step Five: Separate the two side panels and put them 
aside. Then glue two popsicle sticks horizontally along 
the central stable piece to hold all the wooden slats 
together.  

Step Six: Glue either three craft cubes or stacked 
popsicle sticks on the back at the very base of the stable. 
This is the base support. Allow to dry. 

Step Seven: Once the stable base support is dry, 
arrange the stable on back of the waiting manger  
base and glue in place. 

Step Eight: Once the back of the stable is dry glue 
the two side panels on either side of it.  

The stable is all prepared for the coming baby King! 
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Part Two: The Manger 

Materials 

Large popsicle craft sticks  

Small wooden craft cubes or extra popsicle sticks 

Strong scissors	  

Craft glue (for wood) 
Straw or hay (optional) 

Instructions  
Step One: Arrange either the wooden craft cubes OR a 1 cm high stack of cut popsicle 
sticks in a small rectangular shape at the front of the waiting manger base (opposite the 
stable). This forms the base of the manger. Allow dry.  

Step two: Cut slices of popsicle sticks to approximately 3cm in height but varying slightly in 
both height and width to create a rustic effect. Trim the tops so they are blunted an uneven.  

Step Three: Glue the sticks around the manger base. Allow to dry. 

Step Four: Add straw and wait for the coming baby born King! 
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Part Three: The Bethlehem Star (two Options) 
There are two stars to choose from, a diamond star (thicker rays) or the sparkling star 
(thinner/longer rays) and separate instructions for each.  

Materials 
The Bethlehem star template printed 

Large popsicle craft sticks  

Gold craft paint (optional) 

Wood glue 

Strong scissors 

A pencil 

A small round piece of card 

Instructions for the Sparkling star 
Step One: Cut large popsicle sticks into long thin strips 
along the length. Then cut out the two long thin pointed 
star templates. 

Step Two: Lay these lengthwise along a large popsicle 
stick and trace them with a pencil. You will need 8 of each 
of the two sizes.  

Step Three: Trim the ends of each length so that is at a sharp 22.5 degree 
angle.  

Step Four: Cut a round circle from the card (about 3cm diameter). This 
will be the back base onto which you glue your star. Add glue to this. 

Step Five: Arrange the larger sticks first circularly point to point on the 
middle of the round base. 
You may need to use extra popsicle sticks to prop up the external 
end of the sticks while they dry. Allow to dry. 

Step Six: Now glue and add the shorter sticks in between each of 
the longer ones. Allow to dry. 

Step Eight: When the star has dried, you may which 
to paint it gold. Then glue it to the top pf the stable 
using an extra piece of popsicle stick at the back of the 
stable to give it strength.  

Step Nine: Now follow the star through Advent to find 
the coming King! 
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Instructions for the diamond star 
Step One: Cut out the two diamond shaped templates.  

Step Two: Lay the slightly larger one along the length of 
a popsicle stick and trace the sloped lines of the template 
onto the popsicle stick. This should fit four times along 
the length of the stick. 

Step Three: Cut the popsicle stick carefully along the 
sloped lines (creating 4 wooden diamonds). Use two 
possible sticks so you have 8 diamonds in all. 

Step Four: Cut a popsicle stick in half along it’s length 
and then using the small diamond template do the same 
as above, creating 8 smaller diamonds. 

Step Five: Cut a round circle from the end of one 
popsicle stick. This will be the back base onto which you 
glue your star. 

Step Six: Place glue on the circle and then arrange the 
large diamonds together circularly point to point around 
the centre to form a star. You may need to use extra 
popsicle sticks to prop up the external end of the 
diamonds while   they dry. Allow to dry’ 

Step Seven: Place glue in the centre of the star 
arrangement to a radius of about 1 cm. arrange the 
smaller diamonds in the centre circularly point to point in 
between the other diamonds so that the joining lines of 
the larger diamonds are covered by the smaller 
diamonds. Allow to dry. 

Step Eight: When the star has dried, you may which to 
paint it gold. Then glue it to the top pf the stable using an 
extra piece of popsicle stick at the back of the stable to 
give it strength.  

Step Nine: Now follow the star through advent to find 
the coming King! 
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Part Four: The Baby Jesus  

Materials 
A traditional style clothes peg                         
(Or alternatively 3 wood beads) 

cream/white woven fabric 

Wood glue 

strong scissors 

A wood craft saw 

Instructions  
Step One: Saw the two legs off the clothes peg OR glue the three wooden beads together 
end to end. 

Step Two: Cut fabric into a small 5x5cm square.  

Step Three: place glue on the clothes peg/beads and wrap the fabric around it pressing it 
down with your finger. Allow to dry. 

Step Four: Place Baby Jesus in the manger on Christmas day!  
He has arrived! The waiting is over! The Baby born King is with us! 
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